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one or other of" the Perfections or Attributes of the Supreme Being, 
ond Na the ſucceeding Years, till the Subje is exhauſted ; and. after 
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Hell, Purity of Heart, Oc. or whatever elſe may be judged by the 
Vice-Chancellor, Maſter of Clare Hall, and Greek Profeſſor, to be 
_ moſt. conducive. to the Honour of” the Supreme Being, and | Recom- 
mendation of Virtue. And they - ſhall yearly diſpoſe of the Rent of 
the above Eſtate to that Maſter of © Arts, whoſe Poem on the Subject 
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always in Engliſh, and to be printed; the Expence of which ſhat! be 
deducted out f the Product of the Eſtate, aud the Reſidue given as 
4 Reward for the Compoſer of the Poem, or Ode, or Copy of Verſes. 
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SUPREME BEING 


O Thou, whoſe Juſtice awes the moral world, 
Dread Judge, and Governor ſupreme! thine eye, 
Thro the vaſt amplitude of ſpace diffusd, 
Xo action ſcapes, no thought that bubbling ſprings. 
In the heart's troubled deep. In vain the Wretch, 
Specious in borrowed vizor, lifts his front | 
_ Triumphant: Thee no artificial gloſs 
Deceives : the Monſter walks beneath thy ken 
Foul with unnumber d ſpots. His deeds are noted 
In thy eternal volumes, to confound 1 
His guilt : tho now perhaps he wanton basks 
In Fortune's ſunny ſmiles, and laughs diſdainful 
At Virtue, pin d with penury and cold, 
g B Nathleſs, 
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Nathleſs, when this dark ſublunary plot, 
Which now with ſeeming intricacies mocks 
Our buſy ſearch, amazingly to view ! 
Shall ſtand unravelld in th all-cloſing ſcene, 
The Caitiff, at the cyrtain's fall, ſhall bleed; 
And Men and Angel-Choirs * lad 
Th' unerring rectitude of all thy ways. 
O may the Poet then, 'whoſe falterin g tongue 
* 75 theſe rude ſtrains, and trembles while he ſings, 
What äsks a Chetub's note, a'Serdph's glo Ww, 
This mundane polity by Thee ſuſtain d 5 
On the firm baſis of eternal right, 
O King, that reiguſt for ever! may He then, 
When Thou the ſcatter d Particles ſhalt call 
His Souls demoliſh d manſion to rebuild, 
Approach thy dread Tribunal unappall'd ; 
May Merey ver that Juſtice then prevail, 
Which here his humble verſe eſſay d to paint! 
With ſcanty line ſhall! Reaſon dare to mete 
Th' immeaſurable depths of Providence? 
On the ſwoln' bladders of opinion born 
She floats awhile, then floundering ſinks abſorb'd 
Within that boundleſs ſea ſhe ſtrove to graſps 
| Shall Man, here ftation'd to revere that God 
Who eall'd him into being fromithe duſt, 
His moral ſcheme implead, and impious cite 


Th' Al- 
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Tb Almighty Legiſlator to tlie bar 
Of erring intellect? too weak his ſight 
To trace each hidden lik that knits the chain 
Stupenduous. Hence he labours to depoſe 
Jehovah from his ſovereignty, and lifts 
A blind ideal phantom to the throne. 
Things oft inverted in this turbid maſs 
Strike his diſguſted eye, and ſhake his faith, 
Too prone: to-ſhift: her compaſs. Vice he {ces 
With gems and Tyrian purple ſparkling gay, 
And Virtue mouldering in a dungeon's gloom. 
Say, is This fitting, -(cries the doubting Sage) 
Do theſe unequal di ſpenſations {peak 
« A wile impartial Ruler of the World ? _ 
« Shall earth, ſhall air, and every element 
he taxd to, furniſh the blaſphemer's meal, 
„ While Heaven's beſt votary, who in fervent Pray 1 
e Exhales his ſoul, the ſcantieſt offal wants 
His macerated body to relieve ?” | 
Thus Man, whoſe mind's too narrow to contain 
The vaſt dimenſions of th harmonious whole, 
From parts, uncomely if aſunder view d, | 
Deciſive ſentence gives. Thou laugh'ſt above, 
Dread ELO HIM, to ſee him ſtudious weigh 
Thy meaſures in his balance: Thou whoſe graſp 
The waters, and whoſe ſpan the heavens compriaz d. 
a | To 
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To judge aright how Providence Fpohdadls: dert h #1 
The moral ſyſtem, where a clue is lent 12 
T unwind the myſtic maze, with ens a ps 
Man muſt purſue ; each nice gradation ſcan, | 
Obſerve how parts, erſt oppoſite, r 


| In one illuſtrious concord of deſign. 


Then every jarring ſtring, which, ſingly touch d. welt 

Grated harſh diſſonance on Reaſon's ear, 

Will ſpeak the graces of th Almighty hand, 4.40] 

And in a ſweet-ton'd Diapaſon cloſe. | 1 01 
The Sun of Juſtice may withdraw his beam 

Awhile from earthly ken, and fit conceal'd 

In dark receſs, pavilion d round with clouds: 

Yet let not Guilt preſumptuous rear her creſt, 

Nor Virtue'droop deſpondent : ſoon theſe clouds, 

Sceming eclipſe, will brighten into day, 

And in majeſtic ſplendour He will riſe | 

With healing, and with terror on his wings. 


Things in progreſſive motion cheat our eye, 


VUnmark d the deſtin d goal to which they tend. 


Moſes all- powerful rod, amazing ſight, 

A ſerpent crawls, and darts its forky tongue; 
But in his hand reſum d, to Iſrael's ſons 
Diſpenſes bleſſings, bids th impriſon d ſtream 
Guſh from the ſtricken rock, th' obedient ſea | 

Dride hack its refluent waves, and ſtand a wal! 
Con- 
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Condens d, to yield a paſſage to his hoſt. 
Thus what we view abhorrent as deſom, 

And inconfiſtent with thar faultleſs rufe 
By which a ſapient God each act ſhould fquare, 8 
In th iſſue will its frightful aſpect loſe, 

And leave th all'righteous Sovereign e wee | 
What eye but melts witk pity when it ſees 

Joſeph's defenſeleſs piety and n 6d O47 Acre 
To leagu'd fraternal hate a prey expogd? 
Shall Iſtael's darling; nay ee ſhall God's 
With complicated ills be doom d to ſtrives? 
Shall a pit yawn for him, yet none for thoſe 
Who plot againſt his liſe? The bargains ſtruek 
Unnatural bargain; where a brother's ſold! 
The ſeven-· mouth d Nile receives him: here the sky 
Fallacious ſmiles, to make the gathering cloud 
Burſt heavier on his head: the ſlighted charm 
Of an enamour d Miſtreſs glow with ire 
Fierce and im petuous as her former luſt: 1 4 
That ſtubborn heart muſt bleed which would not melt, 
Are chains the meed of Innocence? does God, 
Exalt his enemies to thrones, depreſs 4 
His friends to dungeons? Impious plaints aways 
And to that Helb from whenee ye riſe repair, 
O erblown the ſtorm, which only rag d to ſpeed 
Heaven's choſen” veſſel to the deſtin d port, 

5985 „ „ 
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The Hebrew bright emerges. Quick the ſcene 

Is ſhifted from a dungeon to a throne; - : Hi 
Next to the proud Fgyprian king he moves: 

In his high orb teſplendent; lives to ſtrain, - 

Old Iſrael in his fond encircling, arms, Bi ont" 

To. ſee the typic ſheaves in marklld ranks, ene! 

His brethren, erſt with other paſſions warm ws. TY, 

Submiſſive bow their vaſſal heads before .. 1150 101 

His ſheaf, that, rears aloſt its lordhy tem. K Ann 401 
Silence d de ev ty tongue that dar d to breatse 

The rank exuberance of a ſenſual heart - (imo dV 

In ſceptic/murmurs; Reaſon, ſtand abaſhd, :, 

And, whom thou, canſt not comprehend, a off At. 

If Virtue ſuffers} dis to prove: her faith, wand dee 

To make abaſement glorioully-confpire, | | 

Like Joſephs, to her riſe each ſtroke.ſhe * 

But adds ne luſtre to her maſſive eto n. 

If Vice, unthank'd his feeder, gluts #3008 10 1 10 

With ſtudied dainties, and with riot ſ wells, bir 30191 41 

Tis but a victim fatten d for the world 

Of Juſtice, edg d to drink his guilty blood. 

A guileful Haman brooding oer the fate 

Of blameleſs Mordecai,, when raptures bigh 

Stretch every vein, and clevate the ſoul; 

When glows the waſſel moſt; and ſarkling jo joy 

Laughs in each offer d cup, O dire reverſe 

Os | "1 Shall 
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Shall from the royal banquet to the grave 

Be dragg d unpitied, on that tree expire 

Which: for wrong d innooence his hands had rais 4 

The ſcheme of Providence, tho knots pte d 

Oer the unfolding texture ſeem to caſt 

Unpleaſing ſhades, at large diſclos d appears 

With lucid order and coherence crown d. 

So in the folded tapeſtry, where parts 

With gradual openings meet the pauſing 8 

Here ſprouts a leafy branch, a human foot +1 | +: + 
There marks the woven ground: all ſeems 4 wild 

Miſhapen chaos of disjointed form: 1 fe 

Yet, when in full expanſe the web entire 

Shews the mix'd group in orderly array, 

The ſigurd hiſtory; well-pleas'd we trace, | 

Each ſeveral part applaud; but moſt the whole. 
Shall counſels; plann d by Wiſdom infinite, 

And by Omnipotence conducted, fail? 

Sooner the Heavens, the fabric of his hands, 110 

Shrunk their extenſive cope, like ſhrivell'd parehment, 

Melted to viewleſs air ſhall diſappear, 

Yea all things into primitive nothing fall, 

Than God's eternal and all-wiſe deerees bal 
One jot ſhall be aboliſh'd. Flight of days, 

The world obſcuring with their ſhadowy wings, 

Shall o'er his grand deſigns a luſtre throw ; 


Shall 
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Shall clear that wondrous, ſoul-abſorbing text, _ 
Which poring ſeraphs puzzles and conſounde. 
Righteous are all thy ways, O Power ſupreme; 
Whether thy patience ſtruggling with thy wrath 
Arreſts th uplifted thunderbolt, that longs. * 
To lance deſtru&ion on the head accurs'd:. 
Or whether Piety, to purge her droſs © 
By ſharp aſſaying fires, thou ſeeſt permiſſive: 
Cruſh'd by Oppreſſion s iron arm, or __ i 
By racking maladies, inteſtine war. iq ont? 
＋ Orb within orb involvd, Thy AY Wheel, 
On which this politic machine is whirl'd i 
Inceſſant, with no giddy devious flight 
| Precipitate their courſe : with eyes oy gow 
Piſtin&, and in a meaſurd orbit mov: 
To right thy injur d friends, and bla thy foes, 
Thou counterwork'it Man's purpoſe, and from 1 
Educeſt good: as erſt thy potent voice, 


# 


Omniſic, from the womb of night abhorrd | 
Call'd forth that light which glads th' inveſted world. 
A Pharaoh's Daughter, by thy impulſe led, 

Shall in a Hebrew babe unweeting rer 0 
Iſrael's Redeemer, and her Fathet's feourge. 
When Jacob's Seed beſide Euphrates flood, 

With grones er to his un ep 1 


f 5 55 


See Ezekiel, Chip, L 


The 
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Ihe current with their tears, and Sion's _ * 
Illuſtrious Sion wail, in aſnes loſt; 01 * 
* The ravemous Eagle from the Faſt fhall ae 
His rapid flight, and in his talons bear 
Jchovah's thunder: Babylon's tower d creſt 10 
Shall ank beneath his fwoop, while he, full gorg'd | 
Oer the Aſfyrian prey ſhall clap his plumes, _ + 
Victorious Munſter of wrath divine, 4: 
| Thy chrone, O Lord, eſtabliſfid on the baſe 
Of Juſtice, how tremenduous, how: benign! 
Here ſoft· eyd Cherubim with wings diſpred 
The mercy-keat;infold, and beam on Man, 
Repenting Man, compaſſion and meek love: 
There flamy Seraphs from their pinions ſhake 
Horrour and dite diſmay: Thy awful ſword, 
Fieroe as a comet, blazes in their graſp 91 
High- wav d, ito flaſh the harden d rebel da 

Who can abide thy terrors, Judge e 
When by repeated provocations warm d 
Thy anger burns, and Mercy ſtrives in vain 
To interpoſe her ſhield betwixt thy bolt! pr 
Thy trampled laws, bright tranſcript of Thyſelf, 
And the leſe Majeſty of Heaven's high King, 
cyrus, Tee Ifiah chap. 4%; | 8 


— 
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Who pardor ofſerd; pardon but -contemn'd! | 
Bare thy red arm, and edge the eee | 
Who in his milder governance diſclamm t! 
The living God, ſhaib feeł him im hisdnaae-egl 
Vindictive Attribute, and itrembling on 
With all her armaments of ſno w and wind. 


Of battering hail, or wide devouring fre, ” 


To exccute. his vengeance eance : Who. can — 
The meaneſticreatures. into ſwords, to- foil 1 
© The boaſts of Kings, — (de Rraggs. 

What! tho his wrathful vials 4 n 2.4 
Suſpended ſtand awhile; non hurſt, as once. 119927 
Oer a d oted Sodom, er z World. 2 Vir 

Whoſe ſtains; a deluge; frarcely waſtid W 
Yet is His army not . | 
FER OVA H;chro'etoraity:umchangd;'> YES 
Thy eyes.too/pure,t00;beamy v Behold 
Iniquity's fobl:miſt: cack= rhoaght-profane;. | ö 
Fach vile aſſedion muſt he dr remowd, J 129908 vol 

Tremble, ye-Heavens, and Earth, but chief O Man, 

Apoſtate Mam hefe, God ĩneens d)! 
Juſtice exacts the debt, but Nature fails, 
Mere Human Nature; bankrupt and undone 
God muſt be righted, or Mankind be loſt; | 


For 
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For ever loſt, unpitied, unrepriv 0. 

Dreadſul alternative! heart: chilling Wende 

That leads to deſperatiots ſſippery brink ! 

Who ſhall the price immenſe, the ranſom pay, 

Commenſurate to Guilt, and Worth divine? 

Who but the King of homer Lord Himſelf, 
The Coeternal, Coeſſential Son | 

He, to appeaſe infinity of wrath, 

Muſt quit: the boſom of paternal blizz. 

And in a--fleſhly tabernacle ſhroud- at] i 

His plenitude ef light. Lord !: what is Man, 

Corrupt ions heir, and brother to the Worm, 

0h! the exceſſive depth, th amazing height 

Mercy how: tender! from. the clouds of ire 

Omni potent diſtilling balmy der: 

Shall then th all: perfect: and anſpatte>:Lamb- | 
For our tranſgreſſions bleed, to death reſign + 


His broken frame, to heal us with his wounds 
Shall the Son groan in bitterneſs of ſoul, | 

Implore his angry Father to remove 

The balefub cup, empciſond with the ſins: a 14 

Of a whole World, and yet ſhall Man tranſgreſs, 

Man by His death aſſerted into life 2- 

Q! kt us turn repentant to our Sie 

* Shake 


> 
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Shake off our ſordid luſts, - thoſe thorns which por 5 
Our Saviour s temples, and thoſe e obſcene 
That nail'd kis ſinleſa body to the croſs. 
Let God's ſeverity our hearts appall, 
Evn whilſt his kindneſs claſps us in 1 arms. 
Elſe will that vocal Blood, which pleads above, 
Cry loud for vengeance, and its cries aſced 
High as the dread judicial Court of Heaven. 
That awful Court-who fhall eſcape? the Dead 
And Living there ſhall wait their final doom. 
Methinks I ſee from th empyrean my alete aft. 
Preceded by his bright Angelic Hoſt, igen 
The Judge deſcend: how chang d bm Him who late 
The thorny crown, and reedy ſceptre bore! - | 
Glory arrays him; from his countenance beams 
Splendour ineffable: ftars cluſtering weave 
A rich tiara for His head, who gave | 
Their beauteous lamps to ſhine. Lock, lrae!, this | 
Afﬀrighted; and with dire conviction nn 
Thy King triumphant in his cloudy ca! 
See the Croſs glitter thro th enſanguin d air, 
Proud enſign of Ins conqueſt, and thy ſhame! -. 
Hark! thro _—_ wide reverberating vault 


Obedient tombs expand t their marble j Jaws, 
0 evory Jad e hoes Gun 21. Jo! 
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The quickenin g voice, and renders back its walt 
To light and life: each particle difpers d 

Crowds to a Heap, and builds. th identic Man. 
Chang d are the living, and alive the dead. 

Lo! cited myriads fill th' extended plain, 

And trembling to the Grand Tribunal preſs. 

The Book is open'd; and the ſeal remov'd; 
The adamantine Book; where every thought, 
Tho dawning on the heart, then ſunk again. 

In the corrupted maſs, each act n 

In characters indelible remain: | 
How vain thy boaſt, vile Caitiff; to have ſcapd 
An earthly Forum, now tlry crimſon ſtains- 
Glare on a congregated World, thy Judge 
Omniſcienee, and Omnipotence thy Scourge !- 
Thy mask, Hypocrify, how. ufeleſs here, 
When by a beam, ſhot from the Fount of. Light, 
The varniſh'd ſaint ſtarts up a-ghaſtly fiendl. 
But Ye.of manners blameleſs, faith approv'd, 
Who a long toilſome warfare have endurd, 
By fleſhly wiles aſſaild, yet unſubdu dz 
Ye who have fair Religion's cauſe maintain d, 
Tho Princes frown d, and: Flames encircling rag d, 
With front erect approach the throne auguſt. 
Sce how your Saviour bends his gracious head, 
Smiling unutterable love! the choir | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


His horrid deeds emblazon'd in his ſpots. 
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Of Saints congeriial beckon you to bliſs, 
And all the glorify'd Aſſeſſors burn 


To add your ſteady phalanx to their roll, - 
Soon are their wiſhes, and your labours crown d: 
For now, your virtue's teſt, your trial oer, 
Where every baſtiful grace, that bloom d unſeen, 
Too delicate to bear the ruffling break: 
Of worldly praiſe, is brought to light before 


Its beſt applauders, Angels and their Lord. 


The Judge with accent mild cries, © Come, Ye Bleſ q, 
« Share the unfading pleaſures of my N 

ce Coheirs of bliſs; my Sire's adopted ſons.” 

Strait at chat {ound the Pious, like a flock. 


Of harmleſs doves, are rapt with ardent wing 


To meet their dear Redeemer in the clouds. 
The bellowing convex ecchoes to the Trump, 
And lo! the yelling Wicked crowd the bar. 


| Settled deſpair, and pale dejection dim "+ 
Each louring aſpect: Beauty hides her face, OY 


And fain would hide her guilt: curs d Mammon's ſlave 
Laments his treaſures were not there ſecur d, 

Where neither moth corrupts, nor ruſt devours: 
Grim-viſag d Murder with reluctance lifts 

Th accuſing hand, which Oceans ne er could blanch ; 
And, like a hunted panther, ſtarts to ſee 


\Conſcience, 
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Confcience, God's dread official here below, 
Too oſt her friendly. whiſpers drown'd in noile, . 
Now rings her loud alarum in their hearts, 
Their fears awakens, and foreſtalls their doom. 

Methinks I hear a ſelf. convicted Wretch 
To his aſſociates vent his anguiſ d ſoul : 


« Yonder He fits, whoſe: mercies we ure ſpurn d, 
Wboſe laws we have profan d, whoſe ſides we oft 


e Have pierc d with blaſphemy's envenom'd ſpear: | 
« How, ſhall we now confront his awful eye, 
That melts. all Nature with a darted glance; 

* Or whither from His dreaded preſence flee? 

O that ſome rock would fall, ſome mountain yawn 
« To bury us for ever in its womb! + | 


Vain hope, alas! theſe mountains * theſe rocks 


« Soon will be gone; the Heavens ** Earth diſſolv d 
« And nothing for His fiery wrath remain 
To prey on but Ourſelves, immortal only 
« To ſuffer an eternity of pain,” | 

The Proceſs ſtern commences : filence 4 


And dreadful expectation ſits on all. 
Each hidden fraud, each word, and thought impure, 


Each overt violence, or ſlander dark, 
From out th omniſcient regiſters produc d, 
Blaze in the view of Angels, and a World. 
The heart now bar d before its Maker's eye, 
| 0. Evolvd 
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Eyolv'd its mazes, and its filch:expos'd, n 
How leath'd a ſpectacle the Villain ſtand s? 
The Virtuous look with horrour down'to ſee 
Now firſt in genuine colours Vice appear, 
And ſhudder at deformity fo fou 
Conſcience inceſſant: plies. her ſcorpion· hip: 
And makes th abominable mifereants adi 
Self. accuſation to their charge, and own 
God's Juſtice in the rigonr of his Wrath: . 

And now the Judge with: viſage-all inflam d, 
At which the molten mountains ſhrink like wax, 
With voice that ſhakes the pillar d firmament, 
The dire award pronounces + Go, ye Curs'd, 
« To fire, as everlaſting as- your fouls, , 
For Satan, and his impious Hoſt, prepar'd.” 
Strait from the inmoſt centre of the earth 
Flames burſt in fpiring eddies to the skies: 
Trembles the ground convuls d, ſeas:boiling roar; 
And daſh yon crackling canopy with foam; 
Creation ſinks: beneath th enormous blaze. 
' Myriads now burning, with th' Archangers Trump; 
The growling thunder of th' expiring Heavens; 
And with a falling World's tremendous groan 
Mingle their hideous yell; and vainly wiſh 
They, like thoſe Elements, could be no more. 


* 
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His Equal Ways illuſtriouſly reveal'd 
tn Vice's torments, and in Virtue's bliſs, 
Th' Almighty riſes from his throne, and wings 
To heavenly Zion his triumphal car. 
Th Angelic Hierarchy with loud acclaim 
Accompany their King; with warbled Hymns 
The ranſom d Saints their bleſt Redeemer greets 
Unnumbetr'd voices in ſweet concord cry: 
* Hoſanna to the Lamb that ſits above, 
„ To the World's honourd Judge! how juſt His ways, 
Ho Everlaſting Glory crowns them all! 


2” 1'N 1-6 


